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A NOTE ABOUT THE HISTORY OF THE MATERIAL THAT FOLLOWS… 
 
Excerpts from a leaflet prepared and distributed at a speech by Daniel Shorr at the 
University of Rochester, April 5, 1979, by Women's Liberation Movement organizers 
Stephanie Haftel, Lavonne Lela and Kathy Scarbrough: 
 
On May 9, 1975, a 16-page Press Release was issued at the (MORE) Women in Media 
Conference by Redstockings of the Women's Liberation Movement, a radical feminist group, 
whose members initiated much of the theory, slogans, writings, and actions that helped 
launch the Women's Liberation Movement in this country and around the world in the 
1960s. The Press Release contained information about Gloria Steinem's key organizational 
position with the Independent Research Service, a CIA-funded organization.  
 
The Press Release met with silence from Steinem until after several months of pressure 
from feminists. On August 13, 1975, she responded with a statement whose circulation she 
limited to six feminist newspapers "that have requested it." A major tactic in Steinem's 
attempt to evade the issues raised in the Press Release was her effort to portray 
Redstockings as a suspiciously anonymous group.  
 
On September 20, 1975, Redstockings replied in detail to Steinem's August 13th response, 
and despite the intimidation and evasions within the response of Steinem and her 
apologists, printed on their own 5,000 copies of their theoretical journal, Feminist 
Revolution, late in 1975. This edition included the article "Gloria Steinem and the CIA" 
which they had released in advance as part of the 16-page Press Release, and an article 
entitled, "From a Finnish Notebook" concerning Steinem's CIA ties with the Independent 
Research Service at the Helsinki Youth Festival in Finland in 1962. 
 
In January of 1976, Redstockings was contacted by Random House. Soon after, Random 
House, whose legal counsel performed the standard libel reading, and Redstockings signed 
a contract for Feminist Revolution to be published intact. However, Steinem again 
attempted to suppress information, this time with the forceful weapon of a threat of a 
libel suit. Months of correspondence followed. Added to threats of libel by Gloria 
Steinem were communications from other persons and organizations of or connected to the 
rich and powerful who figure prominently in the Feminist Revolution article about her. 
Among these were Ms. Magazine, Clay Felker, the Woman's Action Alliance, Franklin 
Thomas, the League of Women Voters Overseas Education Fund, Warner Communications and 
Katharine Graham. 
 
As of this date, to our knowledge, no libel suits have been filed. As we have now 
learned, for the rich and powerful, the threat of libel is quite sufficient, without an 
actual libel suit, to delay and to stop the free flow of information. We have learned 
this only recently, with the Random House publication of the "abridged" Feminist 
Revolution — in February of this year — three years after their initial commitment to 
publish it just as Redstockings intended it to reach the public. 
 
The two articles ("Gloria Steinem and the CIA" and "From a Finnish Notebook"), once free 
to travel to the public, have been excised. And Gloria Steinem, media-corporate backed 
spokesperson of a "women's movement" now revised and weakened by the suppression of 
radical ideas and actions so vital to its beginnings (and beginning again), has been 
able to deny the public's right to know.  
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CONCRETE ACCOMPLISHMENTS

August 1961 Simone de Beauvoir’s The Second Sex appears in paperback.

1963 Publication of Betty Friedan’s The Feminine Mystique.

November 1966 National Organization for Women formed.

Fall, 1967 Independent Women’s Liberation groups begin to form.

September 1968 Women’s Liberationists throw high heels, girdles, bras, other "instruments of female
torture” into a “freedom trash can” at protest of Miss America Contest. By 1970 
countless women can wear pants to school or work.

November 1968 Shirley Chisholm, a board member of NOW, becomes the first black woman ever
elected to Congress.

December 1968 Successful NOW campaign to stop newspapers from segregating job ads by sex—
Women’s Liberation groups join NOW pickets.

April 1970 New York State abortion reform law passed after tremendous Women’s Liberation
agitation, court suit, NOW lobbying. New York becomes “abortion mill” of nation.

August 1970 House of Representatives approves Equal Rights Amendment-first time it had even
been up for debate in 12 years.

August 1970 Sex discrimination in public accomodations barred in New York City after sit-ins in
all-male bars and restaurants. New York State follows a year later.

August 1970 Ladies Home Journal publishes feminist supplement written by Women’s Liberation
activists reaching 6Vi million women, following Women’s Liberation protest and sit-in 
in March.

Fall, 1970 Spate of aboveground books from the Women’s Liberation movement-Sexual
Politics, The Black Woman, The Dialectic o f  Sex, Sisterhood is Powerful, Women's 
Liberation: B lueprin t fo r  the Future, Handbook o f  Women's Liberation, Woman 
Power: The Movement fo r  Women's Liberation, Masculine!Feminine.

November 1971 Child care deductions allowed on income tax—one of the ten demands on NOW’s Bill
of Rights.

November 1971 Supreme Court fo r the firs t time invalidates a state law on grounds of sex discrimi~
nation (case involving administering of estates).

December 1971 Child care bill passes both houses of Congress (vetoed by President Nixon).

March 1972 Equal Rights Amendment passes both houses of Congress, (state ratification still
needed.)

June 1972 Higher Education Act passes, prohibits sex discrimination in education programs
receiving federal financial aid.

4July 1972 a Ms. magazine begins regular publication—Vol. 1, No. 1. Gloria Steinem later says, “ I ^
^  think of us (Ms.) as a kind of connective tissue for women all across the country who ^

felt isolated until we came along and let them know they were not alone.”

August 1972 U.S. Civil Rights Commission authorized for first time to investigate cases of sex
discrimination.

January 1973 Supreme Court decision forbidding states from prohibiting first trimester abortions-
follows New York State “model”—mentions menstrual extraction as one of the 
technological developments behind its decision.

February 1974 New York State legislature removes requirement of corroboration in rape cases after
Women’s Liberation groups’ 3 year long campaign to end unjust treatment o f rape 
victims.

October 1974 National bill outlaws sex discrimination in granting of credit.

Feminist Revolution* This page was allowed in to the Random House edition, but is also included here as an important 
historial timeline regarding Ms. magazine and the Women's Liberation Movement.







Los Angeles Free Press, p. 10. July 4-10, 1975.













































Reprinted from Meeting Ground. May, 1979.

- Kathie Sarachild
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